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THE 


Diſſenters Apology. 


GENTLEMEN, 


DG: E are far from being fond of 

JW troubling the World with Mat- 
VS, ters of Diſpute : The preſent 
Z&@ Situation of our COMMON 


as Fe calls for Union and Peace: 


But Dyſgrace cuts deep; and to fall under 


public Odium is one of che moſt afflictive E- 
vils of Life. 

Ix ſeyeral of Dr. Warren's Sermons, late- 
ly honoured by your Subſcriptions, the Pub- 
liſher (for the worthy Author, now with 
God, has kinder Sentiments of us) brings us 
forth upon the Stage, 
your View in a very odious and diſgraceful 
Light. As 'twas in his Power to have ſup- 
preſs d theſe 9 and ſevere 
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and preſents us to 
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aud tis by Him we are thus publicly arraign'd 
and traduced, he has made himſelf anſwer- 
able for the black Charges he has advanced. 


By prefixing your honourable and worthy 
— © he appeals to Jou as Ju poxs of the 
Brand he fixes on ys: We are too ambitious of 
your Eſteem, Gentlemen, to itt eaſy or ſilent 
under it, when we know ourſelves innocent ; 
we ſtand forth therefore, as in your Preſence, 
to make our Defence. 

Tur Sermon which the Editor has placed 
in the Front, as recommending it to ſpecial 
View, is intitled, The Schiſm of the Sama- 
ritans compared with that of our Proteſtant 
Diſſenters. He herein not only likens us to 
thoſe antient dle Schifmatics the Samari- 
2 but, to render us yet blacter, re- 

3 ts' Fervboam as the Father of tbat 

Min, and charges us as guilty of the 
«© fame * Treſpaſs, which is em- 
8 Pluticali called His, by which he made 
«© Ifracl 70 fn. Our Schiſm, like his, pro- 
* ceeds from Reaſons of State, and meer 
* carnal Regards, from a vitious Indulgence 
6 of Faſe"and*Sloth, from Malice and Re- 
venge From the Unrulineſ of our Luſts 
* and Pafflons; and whatever pious Pre- 
e fences we thake- for our Diviſion, there 
«il no rea Gobdne at all at the Bot- 
tom, but Fride and Ambition, Hypocri- 
NY and Malice: Mens unruly Paſſions and 


<©-worldly Intereſts firſt lead thim into — 
«c an 
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* and the crafty Politics of cunning Men 


cc improve them. And J don't ſcruple to 


« ſay, (the Publiſher adds, with whom 
alone we are concern'd) *©* that 'tis from 
«« theſe Roots that all our Schiſms and Di- 
*« viſions have ſprung up and ſpread abroad 
« amongſt us; Conſcience indeed was ever 
«« pretended, but I think it no Breach of 
« Charityto think it was but a Pretence(a).” 

Wr acknowledge the Gentleman's Cour- 
teſy in making us Samaritans and Children 
of Feroboem; but his Zeal in doing us this 
Favour, has drawn him into two groſs Hi- 


ſtorical Miſtakes, which quite ſpoil the Truth 


and Beauty of his Compariſon. The firſt is, 
His tracing up the mutual Hatred betwixt the 
Jews and Samaritans to the Separation of the 
ten Tribes, from the t10, in the Reign of Re- 
hoboam : And affirming that Jeroboam's Sin, 
was what. gave the firſt Riſe to that Difference 
and Animofity (b), &c. For thoſe Samaritans 
in our Saviour's Time were not the Poſte. 
rity of the Ten Tribes, but a quite different 
People 5 as every one fees in the Hiſtory, 
2 Kings xvii. 18, 20, 23, 24. The Ten Tri- 
bes were ALL rejected of God, carry'd Cap- 
tive, and diſperſed through the vaſt Empire 
of Myria, and never return'd more; and 


various trange Nations were tranſplanted 


from Cuthel, Ava, Hamath, &c. to inhabit 


(a) Sermon I. þ. 8, 15, 17. (65) Sermon I. þ. 2, 8, 9. 
Samaria 
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Semaria and its Cities iti their ſtead, who 
thenceforward were called Samaritans : So 
clean were the I/raelites removed, that there 
was not a ſingle Prieſt left in the Land, Verſ. 
27, 28. Iis true, there were many TFews 
who afterward mingled with theſe Nations, 
but not till near /w9 hundred Years after their 
Tranflation hither ; and even the Fews that 
did fo, were ſuch only as belonged to the two 
Tribes who join'd Manaſſeh in his Revolt, and 
ſet up the Temple and Worſhip in Mount 


 Gerizim (a). Tis therefore certainly wrong 


to ſay, Tf we oill trace it up to its firſt Origi- 
nal, we muſt look as far back as the Reign of 
Rehoboam, and that ſeroboam's Sin was what 


gave the FIRST RISE fo that Difference.— » 


The learned Dr. Prideaux(b), agreeably to the 
Sacred Hiſtory, gives a quite different Account, 

« This Hatred, betwixt the Jews and Samari- 
« fans, FIRST BEGAN from the Oppofition 
*© the Samaritans made againſt them, on their 
& Return from the Babyloniſh Captivity, both 
te in Rebuilding their Temple, and repairing the 
* Walls of Jcruſalem. There was therefore 
no Neceſſity of bringing Teroboam into the 
Account of the Samaritan Schiſm : The Doc- 


tor breaks thro the Fences of Hiſtorical Truth 


(a) The Samaritans were the Offspring of thoſe Nations, 
waich.the King of 4/jria placed in the Cities of Samaria, 
when he had carry'd away the ten Tribes captive. 7o/.Mede. 
Dig. XII. 

% Prid. Connec. of Hiſt, Part L. B. VI. pag. 414. 

to 
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to come at his diſſe 


enting Brethren, and give 
them this Laſh. But, S 


SECONDLY, © 0 Feroboam had indeed 


been the Head of the Samaritan Schi/m, what 
is that to us ? Yes, tis obſerved, ---- ** The 
ce Treſpaſs of Jerobbam, which the Scripture 
te notes as emphatically is, in the Main con- 
te ſiſted o LY IN. B.] in his ſetting up Tem- 
re ples and Altars at Dan and Bethel, in oppo- 
e ſition to the Temple and Altars at Feruſa- 
* [em, and offering Sacrifices in other Places, 
* than thoſe which God had appointed; it 
* was not,” he once and again aſſerts and lays 
a Streſs upon it, that he changed or altered 
„ the Laws and Cuſtoms Maſes had left, but 
ce his commanding them to be obſerved in an- 
* other PLACE than that which Gop had ap- 
re pointed (a).” Here again the Doctor great- 
ly miſtakes. For the Divins Laugiver had 
faid expreſly, Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any 
GRAVEN IMAGE; nor any Likeneſs of any 
Thing in Heaven or Earth. Thou ſhalt not Bow 
DOWN thyſelf to them, nor ſerve them (6). 
But, Jeroboam made Two CALves oF GoLD, 
and ſaid unto the People, It is too much for you 
to go up to Jeruſalem, behold u Gops, 0 
Iſrael (c). Was not this changing a fundamen- 
tal Law, and altering a moſt ſacred and eſſen- 


tial Cuſtom of that Religion. His worſhipping © 


in another PLACE, in which the wwoLs of 


(a) Serm, I. p. 7, 8. (6) Exad. xx.4,5. (ci Kings xii. 28. 


his 


| 
| 
| 


* . 
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his Crime is here made to conſiſt, was a tri- 
vial Offence in Compariſon of his erecting 


„ GRAVEN IMAGES, and likening the Gop of 
k Iſrael to a four-footed Beaſt : 1 


the greateſt Indignation. They made a Calf in 

Horeb, and worſhipped a molten Image; thus 
| they changed their Glory into the Similitude of 
| an Ox that eateth Graſs (a). But this, it ſeems, 
0 was a light Matter; his breaking off from the 
PL Acx of Worſhip was the main, yea the 
| only Treſpaſs which the Scripture ſtigmatiſes 
| 


| which Sin Gop ſpeaks by his Prophet wi 
| 
| 
| 


as emphatically 81s. As though the violating 
the topical, ceremonial, temporary Sanctity 
of Jeruſalem, by worſhipping in another Place, 
was worſe then violating the eternal immu- 
| table Spirituality and Sanctity of the p1vine 
= ' NATuRE by /ikening it to @ Calf. Had the 
| Doctor ſhewn us but half the Candour 
| e does our pretended Father feroboam, we 
8 had not fallen under this Scourge. 
| WELL, but if Jeroboam's Caſe be not al- 
| lowed a proper Parallel to the Diſſenters; the 
| Samaritans muſt, * The only Difference 
| c betwixt them and the Fews, as to Religion, 
| ic was about the Place of Worſhip : They a- 
« oreed in their Belief of the ſame Gop, 
* own'd both of them the ſame Religion, and 
* differed only about the Place where they 
* ſhould perform it.” Vet our Lord expreſly 


{a) P/alm cvi. 20. 


ſays, 


(9 ] 
ſays, 77 (Samaritans) worſhip ye know not what. 
We (Jews) know what we worſhip (a) ; plainly 
implying ſome Difference as to the Object: But 
to let that paſs - The Samaritans ſeparated 
t themſelves from the Temple of the Lord at 
ce Teruſalem, and ſet up diſtinct Altars and Places 
© of Worſhip of their own, in Oppoſition to 
ce thoſe eſtabliſhed by the Law ; ſo that their 
ce Sin and Guilt confiſted in this, and in this 
&« only, that whereas the e/fabliſhed Church of the 
«* Jews was ſuch, that a Man might fafely hold 


«© Communion with it, yet the Samaritans wil- 


e fully ſeparated from it, refuſed to join in Com- 
% munion with it, and ſet up d;/#:n& Congrega- 
tions and Aſſemblies in Oppoſition to it. 
* Hence we ſce the fru Nature of Schiſm, and 
e likewiſe the great Sin and Guilt of it. As to 
the Samaritans, it conſiſted in a needleſs Sepa- 
* ration from the eſtabliſhed Church of Gop a- 
* mong the Fes ; ſo as to the Chriſtian Church 
eit confiſts in a Man's ſeparating himſelf from 
that particular Church, to which, according to 
* the Conſtitution of it, he does of right be- 
“long This, I believe, is a Charge the Diſſen- 
ters from our Church (as unwilling as they are 
eto hear it) will never be able to anſwer---Can 
< it then be a Crime to look on ſuch Men as 
&* Schiſmatics, or to call them Sinners (b? No, 
let em be called his, and what worſe blind Zeal 
can ſuggeſt, if they cannot clear themſelves from 


(a) Fobn iv. 22. (b) Serm. I. p. 21, 22, 24. 
B ſo 
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ſo trifling and impotent a Charge. The Ar- 
gument ſtands thus againſt us The Sa- 
maritens needleſsly ſeparated from the e/?abli/h- 
ed Church, and from the only appointed Place of 
Worthip; ſo do the Diſſenters; therefore as the 
former were, ſo are the latter, Schiſinatics and 
Sinners. Could ſuch an Argument as this be 

publiſhed by a learned Doctor without _— 
it to be moſt weak? For, | 
FiksT. As to the PLACE of Worſhip, on 
which ſo mighty a Streſs is laid: Is there now 
any PLACt in which aLone Gop's Worſhip 
is to be paid, and from which to withdraw and 
worſhip in a dftin Place is ſchiſimatical and ſin- 
ful ? Such the Jet Temple was. Was not 
Jeruſalem choſen out of all the Tribes as he 
Place where God would put his Name? There 
he vittbly and locally dwelt, reigning as King of 
Jjrael in the Temple as in his Palace; fitting 
on the Mercy Seat, as upon a Throne betwixt 
ſurrounding Cherubims. And THITHER, he 
expreſly commanded, they ſhould bring ALL their 
Ae their Sacrifices 1 Vous Tale Heed 
to thyſelf: that thou offer not thy Burnt Offerings iu 
EVERY PLACE that ' thou ſeeſt, but in THE 
PLACE which the Lord fhall chuſe in one of thy 
Tribes, THERE ſhalt thou offer thy Burnt Offer - 
295 (a), &c. Againſt this expreſs Command 
Feroboam and the Samaritans notoriouſly offend- 

. ed : But will our Accuſer dare to ſay, that there 


(a) Deut. xii, 5, 6, 11, 13, 14. 
is 


11 
is any [ke Command, againſt which the Diſen- 
ters fin ? Is there a PLAck now upon Earth, 
in zohich God hath choſen thus to /t his Name, 
and to which he hath confined the folemn Wor- 
ſhip of his People ? If there is ; let it be ſhewn, 
and we will preſently break up our ſeparate Aſ- 
ſemblies, and all reſort to it. 7 

Dip the Publiſher imagine, the worthy Gentle 
men, into whoſe Hands this Performance was put ' 
by him, did not know that this Unity of Place 
was a Circumſtance PECULIAR to the Few 
Diſpenſation; and that when that Diſpenſation 
ended, all Holineſs of Places, all Confinement 
of Worſhip to any particular Mountain, or City, 
or Houſe, entirely ceaſed? Has not our great. 
Laugi ver himſelf expreſly determined this Caſe ? 
Woman, believe me the Hour cometh, the Diſpen- 
ſation is commencing, hen ye ſhall neither in 
this Mountain nor yet at Jeruſalem «vor /hip the 
Father. i. e. When Worſhip paid either Here or 
There, ſhall not be more acceptable than what 
is paid in any other Place : But the true, and 
only acceptable, Worſhippers ſhall, be ſuch as, 
worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth (a), 
And Iwill, ſays the Apoſtle, that Men pray EVR- 
RY WHERE /1fting up boly Hands (b). 

AGREEABLY to this Doctrine did not our 
LoRD and his Apoſtles pray or preach in Gardens, 
on Mountains, from a Ship, on the Sea Coaſt ? 
Where did they uſually adminiſter the Sacra- 


(a) Fobn iv. 21. (b) 1 Tim. ii. 8. & Tas; Ter. 
B 2 ments, 


Power in Men now to ſtamp a 


(12 ] 
ments, thoſe ſolemn Parts of publick Worſhip ? 
In Places ſet apart, and conſecrated for this Pur- 
poſe ? Not at all. They generally baptized in 
Rivers, and open Fields: And as to the Sacra- 
ment of the Supper, it was inſtituted, and firſt 
celebrated by our LoxpD and his Diſciples (a), 
and afterwards by St. Paul (b) in a private Cham- 
ber: And the Dwelling Houſes of Nymphas (c) 


and of Philemon (d) were as real and true Chur- 


ches in the Apotle's Account, as any Buildings a- 
mongſt Chriſtians ever have been, or can be ſince. 
This then being the undoubted Doctrine and 
Practice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; aubence (in 
their Name) comes that Sacredneſi of PLACES 
of which we now fo often hear ! Is there any 
peculiar Sancti- 
ty on a Building or a Place which the Apoſtles 
had not ? Or if the Apoſtles really had this 
Power which their Succeſſors the Biſhops now 
upon Occaſion ſolemnly exert ; how was it they 
never uſed it ? Did they hide their Talent in 
a Napkin ? Or is it that we in theſe latter Ages 
are more jealous for God's Honour and the Dig- 
nity of his Worſhip, more careful that it be 
performed decently and in Order, than theſe 
firſt Believers were ? But we forbear the Free- 
doms the Subject will admit, for we would not 


_ offend. 


As for any fixed Places then, wu RRE we 
ought to worſhip, and from whence to withdraw 


HR 12. (6) Adi xx. 7, 8. (o) Coleff iv. 15. 
25 and 
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and to worſhip in another is ſchiſmatical and 
ſinful, the CHRISTIAN Diſßenſation knows no- 
thing of any ſuch. Though the Samaritans wero 
Schiſmatics for not offering their Oblations in 
that particular Place, where, and where only Gop 
had commanded them to be offer'd up ; yet the 
Diſſenters are not ſo, becauſe there is now No 
particular Place concerning which Gop has 
thus commanded ; on the contrary, their Divine 
Maſter hath told em, that «wherever tee or three 
are gathered together in his Name, there he will 
be in the midſt of them (a), The Charge then is 
moſt conſpicuouſly weak as to this Part---Let us 
proceed to the other. 
SECONDLY. *©* The Samaritans needleſol 

«© ſeparated from the eſtabh/hed Church of Gop, 
the Church efabh;/&'d by the Law, when they 
might ſafely have held Communion with it, 
* and ſet up diſtinct Congregations and Aſſem- 
blies of Worſhip in Oppolition to it. And 
will not this reach the Cate of our modern Di- 
ſenters, and prove them and the Samaritans to be 
Brethren in Guilt ? Yes, Gentlemen, if a Church 
 eſtabliſh'd by the all-perfect and infallible Gop, 
and one eſtabliſh'd by imperfect and fallible Men, 
are the ſame. Yes, if any Lawgivers now on 
Earth have the ſame Dominion over Conſcience, | 
the ſame Authority in Matters of Worſhip and 
Religion, with the Divine Lategiver of the 
Jeus. But is there not an 7nfinite Diſparity be- 


(a) Matt, xvili. 20. 


twixt 


ſr 


* 


1 
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twixt Injunctions, and Laws, and Eſtabliſhments 
as to Religion which are merely human ; and 
thoſe which are Diving ? Is it poſſible that 
Gor ſhould eſtabliſh any Mode of Worſhip but 
what is perfecty F1T ; or require our Aſent to 
any Article of Faith, but what is certainly TRUE ? 
But is it not poſſible; has it not often happen'd; 
yea, is it not impoſſible but it muſt always hap- 
pen, till a Spirit of Infallibility is poured out upon 
them, that when Men preſume Authoritatively to 
decree Rites and Modes of Worſhip and Articles 
of Faith, they may, they have, they always will 
egregiouſly mftake, and eſtabliſh Superſtition in- 
ſtead of Decency ; and Error for Truth ? Look. 
into all the World, Spain, Turkey, China,--what 
are the great Propps upon which the infinite Su- 
tions and Errors which there reign entirely 
reſt ; are they not the Authority and Eſtabliſh- 
ment of human Laws ? And what have been 
the Effects of ſuch Eſtabliſhments and Laws? 
Have they not been Dz/countenance, Perſecution, 
or even Death, to all the HonesT and the VIR- 
uous, whoſe Lot was caſt amongſt them; to 
all who ſcurn d the Meanneſs of ſeeing with the 
Eyes, and believing with the Conſcience of thoſe 
who happen'd to be richer or ſtronger than 
themſelves ; and who had the Honour, the Inte- 
grity, the Greatneſs of Soul to make Rio the 
only Rule of their Ackions, and TRUTH of their 
Faith ? h . 
HouAx Lawgivers have Power only over our 
Bodies and Eſtates ; to order and diſpoſe of 7ho/e 
| as 
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as the common Civil Good ſhall require ; but to 
Matters of Conſcience and Religion their Autho- 
rity cannot extend. For PoweR of this kind 
God never has, he never can give to any, with- 
out giving at the ſame Time a correſpondent 
W1spom to direct it. Every Degree therefore 
of Authority over Conſcience, neceſſarily implies 
an equal Degree of Infallib:lify ; For Gop the 
Fountain of Order, can never AUTHORIZE anyP 7 A. 
Man to miſguide and ſeduce his Creatures, or to20 
injoin them what is ſinful ; but if he has given 
any Man a greater Degree of Authority in Mat- 
ters of Religion, than he has given him Ifallb:- 
lity, that Authority may be employ'd in Support 
of Irreligion, of Error and Vice; and then, Men 
may be irreligious, be vitious and err by the Au- 
tbority and in the Name of Gop. This we 
humbly apprehend to be an abſolute Demonſtra- 
tion that Matters of Faith and Religion are a 
Prerogative of the Divine Dominion, from which 
all human Legiſlators, becauſe they are fallible, 
are utterly ſhut out. 
Ou Subſtance and Lives, under the Reſtraint 
of general Laws, Gop hath ſubjected to our 
1 earthly Rulers, and to them we humbly reſign 
ii them; but our Conſciences or Minds he hath 
5 reſerved to Himſelf; and hath given Power over | 
72gſe to no other Ruler but his Son Jeſus Chriſt : 
For his ſuffering of Death, He vas crown'd with 
this Honour : And becauſe the Lamb as flain 
and hath redeemed us by his Blood, He hath all the | 
ue » 36,1 4 Treaſures 
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Treaſures of W :/dom bid in him (a); and is there: 


fore worthy to receive this Homage of Conſcience, 
and to be alone obey'd in Things pertaining to 
Religion., We eſteem it our Happineſs that we 
ive under Governors who have this juſt Appre- 
henſion of the Extent of their Dominion; who 
are willing to allow that Cyr1sT be acknow- 
ledged /e King in his Kingdom the Church, as 
he hath granted them to rule in their Kingdom 
the World; who give every Man that Liberty 
which God and Neture have given him, and 
which Chriſtianity claims for him; even the Li- 
berty of judging for himſelf in Matters concern- 
ing which Gop has given them 0 Authority, 
and of worſhipping in that Manner and Plece 


his Conſcience directs. As Gop then, and 


CuR1sT, and our indulgent Legiſſators have aſ- 
ſerted to us this natural, this unalienable Right; 
we think it unbind and wnrighteous in our Bre- 
thren to revile us for uſing it, and to traduce us 
before the World as Schiſinatics and Sinners. 
Va, Gentlemen, you will permit us to de- 
clare, that we eſteem ourſelves bound by our Al- 
legiance to CHRIST, whom Gop hath made 
King, foie Sovereign and Lawgiver in Things re- 
lating to Religion, by our Allegiance to HINI 
we think ourſelves hound humbly to di/claim all 


_ Authority of earthly Rulers in Things of this 


Kind, We apprehend it would be juſtly con- 
ſtrued, an Invaſion of his Prerogative, and a 


(a) Heb. ii. 9. Cobfſ. ii. 3. Rev. v. 12. 
Betraying 


Wan, 
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Betraying the Rights of his Spiritual Diguiry 
and Crown, ſhould we give up our Conſciences 
to the Dominion of any temporal Governors, 
or acknowledge that any Man, or Body of Men, 
on Earth can make Laws which ſhall in the 
leaſt bind us in Matters of Religion. As religi- 
ous Affairs are his Province, and civil Affairs thoſe 
only to which the Authority of civil Rulers ex- 
tend, we apprehend it to be the Will of Gop, 
the et Fountain of all Power, that every 
Branch of his univerſal Government be kept 
within its proper Bounds : That all Governors 
and Kings under HIus ELT the ſupreme Mo- 
NARCH ſhould each know his Place, and act in 
his appointed Sphere: That his Sen Jes us, who is 
a ſpiritual King, ſhould alone be regarded in things 
of a ſpiritual or religious Nature; and temporal or 
earthly Kings in Matters of a temporal or civilNa- 
ture, This is moſt evidently the Conftitution or 
Plan which the eternal AuTror of all Govern- 
ment has laid down for its Adminiſtration ; and 
were it carefully obſerved, Harmony, Friend- 
ſhip, and all the Bleſſings of Society would be 
the certain Effect; whereas by going off from 
this original Plan of Government, infinite Di/- 
orders have broke in upon Mankind. 

WHENCE came the Gibbets, the Racks, the 
Flames, by which Millions of the brave and 
moſt honourable of the Earth have been rudely 
thruſt out, as wunoorthy to live upon it: Came 
they not hence, that human Governors, not 


content with the Sphere of Power Gop had 


C given 
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given them (Dominion over Mens Bodies and * 
temporal Concerns) would extend themſelves he- ; 
cond their Line; claim'd Dominion alſo over 4 
Men's Conſciences ; and exerciſed Authori | 
Matters of Worſhip and of Faith, which the 2 
mighty Sovereign had withheld from them, and 
had reſted only in his Son? Came they not 
* bence, that fallible and vain Men would be 29 
and great above the Meaſure afſign'd them, and ſo 1 
in reality became little and foohſh? That not ſa- F 
tisfied with ruling in their own Kingdom, the 
World, they graſp'd at the Crown of CHRIST, 
and would needs likewiſe rule in his Kingdom, 
the Church ? This hath been the grand Source 
of all the Ruin and Confuſion with which in eve- 
ry Age the Church, not to ſay the World too, 
hath been prievouſly y oppreſs d. Whereas, let 
every Branch of the univerſal Kingdom, over 
which Gop ſupremely reigns, keep but its pro- 4 
Fer Place; let earthly Kings preſide over earthly - 
Things, to which alone the Authority veſted in 
them extends, and leave ſpiritual and religious 4 
Things to the Superintendency of CuRIST, 1 
whom alone Gop hath anointed King in his 
Church, and made Preſident of thoſe Matters; 
| and hence Order and Peace would immediately 
Il flow; then would revert to their original 
and proper Form, and the eternal GovERNOR 
it looking down would ſee a/l Tongs as he firſt 
| | made them, beautiful and very g 
| 


Wr. truſt therefore, the Gentlemen to whom * 
the Publiſker accuſes us, will not impute it, as 1 
| he 


19 
he ungenerouſly does, to Malice, Revenge, Ain- 
bition, Hypocriſy, &c. that we diſſent from the 
Church eſtabliſk'd ; and that we cannot declare 
it an ARTICLE of our Faith, That the Church 
(meaning thereby any Body of Men on Earth) 
hath Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies in the 
Worſhip of God, and Authority in Controverſies 
of Faith(a): And that we think ourſelves oh ge 
thus publickly to enter our ſolemn Proteſt againſt 
a Doctrine which appears to us ſubverſive of all 
Order, Peace, and Religion in the Church ; 
and which tends to let in a Deluge of Tyranny, 
Superſtition, and Perſecutions upon it; yea, 
and which has actually ſo done. | 
1 Tun Spiritual KING to whom we bow our 
Knee, hath expreſly forbid us 79 call, any Man 
MASTER wporn Earth; i. e. to acknowledge 
any Authority in Points of Faith and Religion 
| but hit, who only is our Maſter in Heaven, and 
ie hath told us that in Things of this Nature arr. 
| WE are BRETHREN (6), having equal Authori- 
2 ty and Power over each other ; that is, really 
4 none at all: And that 1x vain do Men worſhip, 
9 hen they teach for Doctrines the CouM Ax D- 
y MENDS oF Men (c). And we are wont thus 
[ to reaſon (if our Reaſoning be wrong we ſhall ' 
thank the Perſon who will ſhew it) thould any 
foreign Prince from Italy or France, claim Au- 
thority in Great Britain, and ſend us over In- 
junctions requiring us to keep them; would not 


+ (a) XX2h Article of the Church Evgland WM, at 
1 8, 10. (c) Mark © <4 9 * G t. ai 
{2 C 2 our 
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our Allegiance to King GEORGB the only So- 
vereign of thoſe Realms oblige us noT 70 obey, 
but to treat them with Neglect? Even fo when 
any civil Powers take upon them to decree Rites, 
and to make Injunctions i in Cu RIST'S Church ; 
our Fealty to Him requires us NOT 70 but 
to treat with Neglect. The Churc is 
muchCnR1sT's Kingdom, excluſiue of all others; 
as Britain is the ſole Right and Dominion of 
King GEORGE, 

LET the Compariſon then be juſtly made, andit 
will appear, that the Dyſſenters are the loyal Ferws, 
and the warm Spirits who accuſe us are the Fe- 
roboamites and Samaritans : We ſteadily adhere 
to the ESTABLISHMENT of CyR1sT, the only 
Lawgiver in the Church; and me bis Sacra- 
ments and Forms of Worſhip exact as — = 
joyn'd them: This our — ang 

- know they do it not; they know oy — 
CnR1sT nor his Apoſtles add as the Supper, 
nor ach in qv1th he Croſs, much leſs did they 
2 . ſuch Rites, or make them 

ion into the Church; and yet, for 
— —— 22 State, and worldly Regards, Regards to 
human Authority, they are gone off from this 
original Conſtitution of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and have eſtabh/b'd a Church upon — * vg 
Bottom or Plan, making Things neceſſa 
Communion in THEIR Church, which it 
never fractiſed, much leſs made neceſſary to 
_ Communion in His, Who now are the Sama- 
ritant? Tux v, who confeſſedly Go or * 

t 
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| the original Divine Eſtabliſhment, and ſubmit to 
| one that is human; Or we, who hold it faſt, and 
refuſe to receive for Dactrines, or practice as 
Parts of Worſhip, the Commandments of Men? 
THERE is one Conſideration more, GENTLE=- 
MEN, which we humbly beg Leave to add on 
this Part of our Defence; tis this. If any, 
Civil Governors have Authority from Gop 7 
eſtabliſh Rites and Forms of Worſhip, which 
ſhall bind the Conſciences of their Subjects; 
ALL muſt have the fame. If the King and 
Parliament of England have it (and if you pleaſe 
to join the Clergy with them) the King and 
Parliament and Clergy of France, of Spain, &c. 
£ muſt be acknowledg'd to have it too, "Twill not 
; be pretended that the Civil Governors of Britain 
are privileg d with any peculiar Authority from 
Heaven beyond thoſe. of other Realms. The 
Subjects of the Mogul, of the Turk, of [aly;--- 
muſt then be as much oblig d by the Eſtabliſh- 
ments and Decrees of their Rulers in religious 
Matters, as the Subjects of Britain are by therrs : 
And, how much that is needs not be ſaid. 
Bxs1DEs, had the worthy Doctor f. 
that the SAME Authority and Law which 
eſtabliſh" Church of England in the Sou ru 
of Britain, hath eſtabliſh d the Church of Scot- 
land in the Nox Tn? Now if wilfilly to ſepa- 
rate from the Church eflabliſh'd by Law, and to 
ſet up diſtinf# Cungregations. be ſo grievous a 
Sin in Saut l- Britain, and ſo much offends God 
and hazards our Souls: Is the good Doctor in 


na 
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no Pain for his Brethren beyond the Tweed? Are 
not the Epiſcopal Diſfenters from the eſtabliſh'd 
Church there, Samaritans, Schifmatics, and 
Sinners as well as we? Before he had inveigh'd 
fo bitterly againſt ws, ought he not to have com- 
ionately warn'd his and our Brother Diſſenters 
in Scotland, who ſeem more immediately to de- 
ſerve his Regard ? Or is it a dangerous Sin to 
diffent from the Church eſtabliſp d in one Part of 
this Iſland, and yet No SIN to diſſent from the 
Church eftabhſh'd in another Part; even when 
the ſelf- ſame Powers which eſtabliſh'd one, eſta- 

bliſh'd both ? 
Upon the whole then, as the Churches eſta- 
bliſhed, whether in England, Scotland, Geneve, 
Spait----are but mere human Conſtitutions, the 
rames or Devices of fallible and imperfect Men, 
a Subject of Ixsus CHRIST is at full Liberty to 
difſent from them, and to worſhip in what 
Aſſemblies, and in what Manner his Judgment 
thinks moſt agreeable to the Inſtitution of Chr. 


And as a Man is never the more in Communion 
with the Church of Chriſt, for 


ing in Com- 
munion with one or other of theſe eftabliſhed 
Churches, which are but mere Creatures of State ; 
fo neither is he ever the farther from it, for ſe- 
parating from ſuch : Nor does he in the leaft 
break the Unity of Cnr1sT's Church by not 
uniting with That which is own'd to be but a 
Frame or Conſtitution of Men. If therefore 
« the Diſſenters (a) dare not ſay” the Terms of 
(a) Swmon 1. p. 23. | 
7 Pinus u. H a. $6, © Com- 
t. %% rf ι N 
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| «© Communion in the eſtabliſh'd Church are 
e finful ;” they are then at Liberty, and do 
well eccafimaly to conform to it, as a Teſtimony 
of their Charity: ut are at Liberty alſo, 
and do well ftatedly to diſſent from it, as a Teſti- 
mony of their Diflike of what is human and 
ect in it. Herein they tread but in the 
Steps of a noble Pattern, St. Paul; and like 
him are reproach'd for it ; who became all 
Things to all Men(a) ; and conſented to circum- 
ciſe Timothy ( in Condeſcenſion to Jewiſb 
Weakneſs, But yet, when an Invaſion was once 
attempted upon the Rights of the Diſciples, and 
Circumciſion was inſſted on by many of the Chri- 
ſtian Jews as a neceſſary Term of Communion in 
their Church; ſee, how the Spirit of the glorious 
Hero is rouſed ! He gives the Alarm to his Fol- 
lowers; charges thaw to tand 755 in the Liberty 
3 CHRIST had them free ; and 
would not give Place to theſe demure Infringers / 
of it; no, not for an Hour (c). 

Tur Dilſenters, tis preſumed, do not gene- 
rally think that KNEEtLixG at one Sacrament, 
and the CRoss in the other, are abſolutely ee 
but when any fallible Men ſhall take upon 
to make theſe indiſpenſible Terms of 
nion in CHR1ST's Church, ſo as that no one ſhall 


1 
* 2 
1 FY 
: 
11 


| be received by them to Chriftian Fellowſhip who 
does not ſu to them; they then think it 
their Duty openly to proteſt againſt this Viola- 


(a) x Cor. ix. 19. (8) A xvi, 3. (e) Gal. v. i. Chap: it. 4+ 5: 
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tion of their Rights. The fame Authority which 
tho Church of England has to injoyn Kneeling as 
a neceſſary Term of Communion with them; 
the Church of Scotland has to injoyn Sitting; 
the Church of Geneva, Standing; the Church of 
France, bowing, proſtration, craſſing, or whatever 
elſe they pleaſe: And thus the one Body or Church 
of Chriſt is unavoidably rent into Parties andSects; 
and the CoM MN IOM-TABL E, at which he bath 
commanded ALL his Servants to eat in Token 
of their ComMunion or Fellowſhip with each 

other, is made an Engine to ſplit and tear it in 
Pieces, and to fire Men with Hatred and Rage at 
each other. One Party refuſes to admit the 
other to with them, if they will not ſub- 
mit to that Ceremony or Geſture which CHRIST“ 
Wiſdom never did, but which their Weakneſs 
hath deereed--And, does not every one ſee <ohere 
the Cauſe and the Guilt of ſuch Schiſms muſt 
lie ? Not on thoſe who are willing to commu- 
nicate with their Brethren on te Terms which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles have fixed; but on thoſe 
who, beſides theſe, demand a Submiſſion alſo ta 
Terms of their own Deviſing. Give us but the 
Liberty our common Maſter hath left us, and 
which we allow in our Churches to all, parti- 
cularly of eating the Chriſtian Supper in what 
Poſture we think beſt, and we are ready to re- 
ct ive it in the eſtabliſh'd Church. But if Terms 
not Chriſtian are required as neceflary to our Ad- 
miſſion to any Communion or Church, we are 
humbly bold to fay, ht Communion or Church 
$40" 15 
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is ſo far not Chriſtian ; "tis a Church or Society 
founded upon other Principles; and form'd ooo 
another Plan than that of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
therefore the ſepar 2 from that, is no 10 Separa- 
tion at all from the Church of Chr 
AND having thus made our Det ence to the 
odious Charge of Schis ; we gladly leave it 
to the Arbitration of the Gentlemen before whom 
we ſtand arraign'd, whether there is the leaſt 
Compariſon----Betwixt, the Separation of the 
Samaritans from the Church eſtabliſh'd by Di- 
vINE Authority at Feruſalem, and from which 
the Almighty fins Bow commanded they ſhould 
in 0 vie withdraw, nor offer their Oblations 
y other Place : And the Separation of the 
Diſtr: from the Church eftabliſh'd in Eng- 
and by the Authority only of Men, and from 
which the very Authority which eſtabliſh'd it 
has given us Leave to withdraw; and to erect 
ſeparate Places of Worſhip, and hath taken 
theſe ſeparate Places under its Protection. We 
are confident in whoſe Fayour our worthy 
Judges will pronounce ; we ſtand acquitted be- 
fore them. 
Bo r we proceed to another black wg oY 
©. They have not agreed, even among 
1 4 at different Times, in the Manner of 
©© making their Defence: They at firſt gave as 
% Reaſon of their Separation the pretended 
©* Sinfulneſs of our Communion, charging the 
* Termsof it as PopisHand ANTICHRISTIAN. 
4 - AFTERWARDS, when hey found the Church 
D c eſtabliſh'd 
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* eſtabliſh'd upon the Principle of an Indulgence 


to ſerupulous Cunſciences they abated of their 
ancient Rigour, they, no longer charged our 


* Communion as ſinful — now at laſt they 
« have ſo far „tend their firſt our R AGO 
* CHARGE, that they would fain make the 


„World believe there is little or no Difference 
de betwixt us, but they and we make but one 


s and the ſame Church (a).“ What, is it our 
Fault then that we mend and grow better ? If 
we ſee the Error of our Fathers, and turn from 
their crooked Ways; and defire now to come 
nearer the Eftablifhment, muſt we be ſnubb'd 
and look'd four on as fraudulent and fawning 
Knaves? Yes, we are to ſtand faſt to our Fa- 
© #hers Principles, and to give the ſame Reaſons with 


them for our Diſſent, or elſe we are to be fi 


pefed; yea, actually charged as Hypocrites and 
Diſſemblers, As concealing our true and real 
*« Reaſons, and changing our Principles as Times 
« and: Circumſtances > ange---As acting from 
« Pride and Ambition, — Hypocriſy and 

Malice, from crafty Policy and World!y In- 
< tereſt, from Aren and Diſappoint- 
„ ment (g).“ 

Burr ſhould not our warm Accuſer have re- 
membered, That the Right of judging for our- 
ſelues, is the very Baſis of our Diſſent, and the 
glorious, the fundamental Principle upon which 
aur whole en reſts? Whatever Reaſons 


(4) dune L N 17,18. (6) Ii. 
; 1 our 
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our Fathers gave for their Actions, our grand 
Principle forbids us either to act upon, or to 
give the fame any farther than we fee them 
funded upon TRUTH, They are other Per- 
ſons, not Diss ENT ERS, who are oblig'd to de- 
clare their Farth in the ſne Words, and to ſub- 
ſcribe the /ame Articles, with their Fathers juſt 
emerg'd from Popiſh Darkneſs, tho' their real 
Sentiments and Faith are quite different from 
theirs. Are they DissENTERs who diſbelieve, 
perhaps ridicule, the Atbanaſian Doctrine; and 

when miniftring before Gop, as Preachers 
of his ſacred Truth, ſolemnly pronounce the 
Atha Creed, and declare, that whoſoever 
would be s avED muſt keep it WHOLE and UN- 
DEFILED, er elſe he ſhall wir Hour DOUBT: 
PERISH EVERLASTINGLY ? Were they Dis- 
SENTERS who from Sermons, Addreſſes, De- 
crees, &c. aſſured their Sovereign, That they 
believed and maintain d that their Kings deriu d 
not their Power from the People, but from Gop ; 
that to HN they are accountable ; that it 
belongs not to Subjetts either to create or to cenſure, 
but to honour and obey their Sovereign, who comes 
to be fo, by a fundamental hereditary Right of 
Succeſſion, which no RELIGION, no Law, 10 
FAULT, nor FORFEITURE can alter or dimi- 
niſh(a)---And that to aſſert it lawful to refit 
Kings, is impious, ſeditious, ſcandalous, da \ 
heretical, blaſphemous, and infamous to the Chri- 


ta] Addreſs from the Univerſity of Cambridge, Ag 168 f. 
D 2 tian 
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nian Religion (a). And yet a few Years after 


invited over a foreign Prince to invade the King- 


dom of their Sovereign, offer'd him their P/ate 
to ſupport his Expence ; and when mounted to 
the Throne meekly bow'd before him, and ſwore 
him Allegiance as their King? Had Diſenter- 
done thus, they had with ſome Face been re- 
vil'd as acting from no Principle of real Good- 


neſs, but from Hypocriſy, Worldly Intereſt, crafty 
Politics, concealing their real Reaſons, and chang - 
ing them as Times and Circumſtances change---- 


But, ſuch rude and uncourteous Cenſures, the 
Chr iſtianity, we have learnt, teaches vs to for- 


Brs1Dz s, be it acknowledg'd that we are 4% 


4 than our Fathers, Have not our Brethren 


the Eſtabliſhment as much foften'd and de- 


. parted from the Principles of theirs ? Did not 
- the firſt Fathers or Framers of the Church of 


England, repreſent the Church of Rome as 1ds- 
latrous and antichriſtian, declaring, That as it 
now is, and hath been for the Space of nine bun- 
dred Nears, it is fo far — tbe Nature of a 
TRUE CHURCH that nothing can be more ſo---- 
That it is not only an Hulle, as the Scripture 


calls her, but a foul; filthy, old, withered Har- 
lat, and the Mother of Whoredoms, guilty of the 
ſame Jdolatry, and worſe than the Pagan (b) ---- 


(a). The Decree paſs'd at Oxford in full Convocation, A. 1683. 


(5) The Words of the Homlies, which every ang hp pu 
lickly declares and ſubſcribes with his Hand, that they contain 


But 


2 

But have not her modern Clergy ſoften d a good 
deal this Rigour of their —— allowing the 
Church of Rome to have been all along a true | 
Church? Yea, do they not even glory in their 
ſpiritual Deſcent from her ; tracing up their Ec- 
clefaſtical Peaigree thro' this nine hu 
Reign of Idolatry and Vice; and xeſt 
whole Dignity of their as Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and the Validity of eit Miniſtrations, 
on their being the ſpiritual ing of Her, 
whom their PF — call'd a filthy, ꝛvither d, 
old Harlt ? An uninterrupted lineal Succeſſion 
from the Apoſtles, they ſay, is neceſſary to con- 
ſtitute a valid and true Miniſter in the Church; 
but this lineal ſucceſſion, or ſpiritual Generation, 
is tranſmitted to the preſent Clergy only thro' the 
Hands of thoſe Monſters of Impiety the Pope 
and his Biſhops : And yet behold ! the Ecclefia- 
flical Character received from ſucb Hands, is 
their Glory, and their Strength; and all amongſt 
us who are not thus ecclefiaſtzcally deſcended, are 
a ſpurious and falſe Brood, and not to be ac- / 
knowledged as valid M iniſters of Chriſt. 
Bor to come cloſer to the Hicanſiſiency with 
which we are charged They at firſt pre- 
<« tended the Sinfulneſs of our Communion, 
* charging the Terms of it as 1 h and 
A „ Antichriſtian : But afterwards, when they 
found the Church eſtabliſh'd upon he Prin- 
** ciple of Indulgence to ſcrupulous Conſciences, 
they abated of their ancient Rigour 2 
And whine. in the Name of Equity, 1s the In- 


confiſtency / 


34 
conſiſtency of this? Whilſt the Church was 
eſtabliſh'd upon Pranciples of Perſecution, al- 
lowing no Hidulgence to ſcrapulous Conſciences, 
but fineing, impriſoning, and delivering hou- 
ſands to Ruin, for no other Crime than not 
owning her Authority in Matters of Religion ; 
ſhe might, no doubt, moſt zu/tly be faid to be 
both Pops H and ANTICHRISTIAN. For 
this Chim of Authority, and enforcing it on 
Mens Conſciences by „ Ae is the very 
Ess ENCE of Popery, and the grand 1 
Principle on which the whole antichriſtion Hie- 
rarchy reſts. But when the Church, con- 
vinced of this its groſs and fundamental Error, 
returned to a Chriſtian Temper, and was no 
longer eſtabliſned on Principles of Tyranny, 
but of Indulgence and Toleration, then our 
Fathers, as well became them, returned occa- 
fronally to her Communion ; they forgave the 
horrid: Injuries which had been done them (a) ; 
and declared their Readineſs to walk with her 
on Terms of Chriſtian Love. It was not our 
Fault, ſurely, but our Honour, to have joftened 
our firſt outragious Charge (as it is called) when 
the ouTRAGIOUS TREATMENT, which oc- 
ioned it, was ſoftened into a juſt and gene- 
ous Indulgence. - | 
Bu r to conclude this Point If by thoſe 
who af firſt-gave, &c. he meant our Fathers 
the PuRITANs, we abſolutely deny the Fact. 


(a) See à Sketch of the Cruelties exerciſed upon them in the 
third paragraph after this. | 
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. 
The far greater Part of that noble Army of 
Confeſſors never diſowned the Church of Eng- 
land as a true Church, nor pronounced her 
Communion finful ; but continued under great 
Hardſhips to hold Communion with Her, till 
in her great Clemency and Wijdom ſhe thruſt 
out near two thouſand of them, laborious and 
pious Miniſters and Lecturers, at once. There 


Plan, ſupported by much the ſame Power, and 
ran far into the ſame Meaſures of Violence and 
Perſecution with that of Rome ; and therefore 
they renounced Communion with Her, as ab- 
ſolutely finful ; but theſe were comparatively a 
ſmall Number ; the Generality of the Puritans 
had more catholic Thoughts. Upon the whole 
then, this Charge of Inconfiſtency, and changing 
our Sentiments as Times and Circumſtances change, 
vaniſhes into Air: Or, could it ever ſo fully be 
proved upon Us, tis well known wHERE it 
reſts with far greater Weight. The Diſſenters 
are not the oN Hypocrites and Time-ſervers, 
ſhifting their Principles juſt as their Ambition, 
and worldly Intereſt, as Reaſons of State and' 
crafty Politics prompt them; they have BR E- 
THREN in this Guilt, not quite ſo old as Fero-- 
boam and the Samaritans---a venerable and grave 
Body, whoſe Company they much better wa F 
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Bur the Pubhſher has not done with theſe 


falſe Brethren : there are further Proofs of their 


6 — Hypocriſy, and. that they make Re- 
** ligion only a Cloak for their ungodly Deſigns,” 
which muſt not be forgot. It had been 
27 * long given out by the Leaders among the 
Diſſenters, that our Church was far gone in 
8 Paper But mark the Falſhood and Hy- 
c pocriſy of theſe Accuſers! When Popery real- 
ly began to ſhew itſelf amongſt us———was 
% publickly profeſſed, practiſed, and upheld 
by our civif Governors, ſo that it became 
« dangerous to oppoſe it; did theſe Men then 
* cry out of Popery, or any ways endeavour 
to ſtop its Growth? No ſuch Matter: they 
<« rather encouraged it, and choſe to fide with 
<< it on all Occaſions. They were the MINI- 
* $TERS of the CHURCH of ENGLAND on- 
* LY Who had the Courage to obey GOD 
«© rather than Men. They onLyY wrote, 
«« preathed, and publickly diſputed againſt the 
* Erxtors and Corruptions of Rome, whilſt the 
% PROTESTANT DISSENTER8s either had no- 
thing to ſay; or thought it beſt to ſit ſtill 
* and ſay nothing; and fo deſerted the De- 
* fence of their Religion, and gave it over as 
* a Prey to the Tecth of its Adverſaries (a)“. 
Groſs Miſrepreſentation ! We defy the Publiſter 
to ſupport it; and intreat our WORTHY JupGes 
to hear our Defence. 
* . 7 2 nM "3s 3 A 
(a Serm. II. Pag. 36, 37s 38, 39. 
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Tux Diiſenters had a very few Years before 
got themſelves great Honour by various Tracts 
and Sermons againſt Popery ; yea, a celebrated 
Courſe of Sermons, which were then extant, 
well known, and commonly read, They more- 
over; at this very Time, 3 with great 
Freedom both in City Country againſt it; 
they publickly catechiled their Youth upon the 
Points of Image-W: 2. Aabration of the Hoſt, 
Tranſubſtantiation, and the worſhipping of An- 
gels; and this, in Parts of the City where the 
Papiſts were moſt prevalent ; and even when 
they were openly inſulted for ſo doing: Public 
erences were held, though not without 
great Hazard, by a Gentleman, a Diſſenter, af- 
tetward a Miniſter, with a Yeſuit of the Savoy; | 
which iſſued in an entire victory over the Prieſt, j 
and the Satisfaction of many Gentlemen of the 0 
Church of England then preſent. Beſides, let | 
us aſk The vaſt Maltitude of Converts | 
which then flocked into the Church of Rome--- l 
WHENCE Came they? at all from the Diſſen- | 
ters? tis well known they did not: So oppo- 
fate were our Principles, and our People ſo well | 
fortified againſt the pop Errors, that ſcarce an 
Inſtance of ſuch a Convert from amongſt us can 
be produced. But from the Church of England 
there went Thouſands : And indeed, its XXth 
Article being granted, viz. That the Church bath 
Pawer to decree Rites, and Authority in Contro- 
verfies of Faith, the Tranſition is extremely 
eaſy, nor can all the Learning or Wit of Man 
E eaſily 0 
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eaſily prove it to be either unreaſonable or un- 
_ fafe. 
Bor fiill it is urged, the Diſſenters did not 
PUBLISH And is not This with Barbarity 
thrown in their Teeth, when the Liberty of do- 
ing it was actually denied them? By ſeveral 
moſt flagrant and undeniable Inſtances, This, if 
called for, can be proved. They wrote, they 
brought their Writings to the Preſs ; their Pieces 
were highly approved and recommended: by no 
leſs competent Judges than Tr/lorſon, Clagget--- 
But the Licenſers (tor the Preſs was then under 
Reſtraint) arbitrarily refuſed to let them be 
printed off: And when ſeveral (a) were thus 
repulſed, no marvel if the reſt thought it pru- 
dent to ſpare themſelves the Pains: And yet 
behold! we are now infulted before the World, 
and openly traduced as deſerting our Religion, 
and tamely giving it up à Prey to its Foes. Oh 
the Honour of ſuch Heroes ! Firſt to wreſt our 
Swords from us, and tie up our Hands, and 
then poſt us for Poltroons, as not daring to 
ht, 
. DES: IIad not the Diſſenters been now 
harrafſed with above twenty Nears molt grievous 
and waſting Perſecution? At the Inſtigation of 
the Biſhops, turned out of their Livings, ba- 
niſhed from their Houfes,: forbid to come with- 
m five Miles (unleſs upon the Road) of any Ci- 
ty; Corpardtiva, or Borough Town, or any 


je. Pools C onfinuators. Dr. Tuckney, Dr. Bates, Hanmer, 
— Sc. 
| Place 


FS 
Place where they had been Miniſters; plun- 
dered and impoveriſhed by villainous Informers, 
rapacious Courts---their Papers rifled, and Books 
fold either to pay Fines, or to buy Bread tor 
themſelves and their ſtarving Families. An 
* * Eſtimate has been publiſhed of near eight thou- 
Proteſtant Diſſenters who had . periſhed 
« 4 Priſon in the Reign of K. Charles II. And 
by ſevere Penalties inflicted on them for aſ- 
4 „ ſembling to worthip G O D, they ſuffered in 
© their Trades and Eſtates, in the Compaſs of 
« three Years, at leaſt #29 Millions. One Mr. 
« For White, having carefully collected a Lift 
* of the Diſſenting Sufferers and Sufferings, 
had the Names of Sixty Thoufand Perſons who 
had ſuffered on a religious Account, between 
the Reſtoration of King Charles and the Re- 
* volution of King William ; five Thouſand of 
** whom died in Priſon, The ſame Mr. bite 
told Lord Dorſet, that K. James had offered 
him a thouſand Guineas for the Manuſcript, 
but he refuſed it, and concealed the black 
% Record, chat it might not appear to the Diſ- 
reputation of the Church of England, for 
„ which ſome of the Clergy- ſent Jim their 
Thanks, and offered him an Acknowledg- 
«© ment, which he alſo refuſed. If we admit 
the diſſenting Families in England, of the ſe- 
veral Denominations, to be no more than an 
© hundred and fifty thouſand Families, and 
8 „ each Family ſuffered no more than the 
* Laſs of three or four Pounds per Annum from 
| E 2 the 
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[ 35 ] 
«the Act of Uniformity, the whole will a- 
© mount. to twelve or fourteen Millions. A 
e prodigious Sum for thaſe Times.” As much 
perhaps in Value as twenty Millions now. Vide 
Neal Haft. of the Purit. Vol. IV. p. 554. 
AND is it any Wonder, Gentlemen, it. Perſons 


- broken and depreſſed by ſo long a Scene of 


Troubles, had Bun no great Forwardneſs to 
embark again in a Controverſy they had before 
fo well managed, and which they ſaw to be 
now in good Hands? Beſides: Whom did it ſo 
behove to engage and drive out the Monſter 
PopeRY from the Land, as thoſe who had 
been chief Inſtruments of bringing it in? When 


"the Diſſenters joined heartily with the brave Pa- 


triott of the former Reign in a Bill to exclude 
the Duke of York, and it went triumphantly 
through the luer Houſe, what loſt it in the 
Houſe , Lords? A Bench of obſequrous Biſhops 
put forth their reverend Hands to lift the Po- 
PISH Succeſſor to the Throne; they threw in 
their Weight agarnſt it; whereas had but ten- 
ty of thoſe Fathers of the Church given their 
Votes for it, it had infallibly paſſed the Houſe-- 
And what gave the King that mad Courage to 
attack the Conſtitution, and exert the dr/pen/ing 
Power? Was it not the high Strains in which 
the Chrey, for near a Century, both from the 
Pulpit and the Preſs, had been complimenting 
the Crown? Their Addreſſes, Decrees, &c. 
concerning the PAssIvxNVESS with which Sub- 
= ought to ſubmit, and the DAMNABLE 2 
0 


| [ 37 ] 
of refiſting their Prince, emboldened him with 14 
ſo high an Hand to break down the Fences, 4 
and let Pgpery in upon us. Who then were ſo 
obliged to put themſelves forward, and ſtop the 
impending Torrent, as thoſe who had the chief | 
Hand in opening the Breach ? bl 
Bu r, if the Diſſenters had not put an help- 
ing Hand, they ſhould not, like vile Samaritans, 
have hindered the Building of the Houſe of 
GOD---* They rather encouraged the Idolatry 
* and Superſtition of Rome, and fided with 1t | 
on all Occaſions And had not the Courage | 
to obey G OD rather than Men”---But this | 
is laſhing beyond all Bounds, and all Hope of 
Belief. Let a noble Lord (Halkfax) perfectly 
acquainted with the Tranſactions of thoſe Times, 
be heard in our Defence As thankful as 
they (the Diſſenters) were for their Liberty, 
they were fearful of the Iſſue, neither can any 
Number of Conſideration among them be | 
charged with hazarding the public Safety, by 
* falling in with the Meaſures of the Court, of | 
*.which they had as great a Dread as their 
*© Neighbours,” Next we call forth a learned 
and pious Biſhop, (Burnet) no leſs verſed in 
that whole Syſtem of Affairs, to give Teſtimony oF 
upon the Caſe----** The wiſe and generous Be- 
% haviour of the main Body of the Dyſſenters 
in that juncture, has given them fo juſt a | 
Title to our Friendſhip, that we muſt reſolve 
*« to ſet all the World againſt us, if we can ever 
forget it; and if we do not make —_ 
cc e 
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e the Returns of Eaſe and Favour when it is in 
*, our Power todo it. But wehavea Teſtimony 
yet behind, more auguſt, than even theſe; the 
Loxps ina Conference with the Houſe of Commons 
upon the Occaſional Bill declare, That inthe laſt 
and greateſt Danger the Church was expoſed to, 
«« the D#ſſenters join d with her, with all imagi- 
*© nable Zeal and Sincerity, againſt the Papiſts 
their common Enemies, ſhewing no Preju- 
dice to the Church, but the utmoſt Reſpect 
eto the Br/bops when ſent to the Tower.“ 
More needs not, but might eaſily be added to 
purge us from this Calumny. We will not re- 
turn upon the uncautious Publiſher his own 
Words. Aar the Falſhoed and Hypocriſy of 
our Accuſer ! He has not treated with due Re- 
gard, ſurely, the Character and Judgment of 
the Gentlemen before whom he cites us. Did 
he think them obolly unacquarnted with the Hi- 
ſtory of thoſe Times? Or could he preſume 
them of ſo narrow and ungenerous a 'Turn of 
Mind, as to like to ſee a Body of worthy and 
brave Men thus brought upon the Stage, dreſs'd 
in horrid Forms, and baited by two Furies, 

_ Farsnoop and PARTY-ZEAL ? The Mercy 
of Gop be praiſed, this is not ſo agreeable to 
the politer Taſte of the preſent, as it was to the 

Bigotry and Blindneſs of the former Age. 

Wr pretend not to juſtify every high Expreſ- 
ſion of Thanks which ſame Dyſſenters then ad- 
dreſs d to the King for his Indulgence : But does 
the Doctor know of no Biſbops and gy 2: 
2 gullty 
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guilty as they; guilty, without half the Pallia- 
tion or Excuſe? Had two or three of our Lead- 
ers, as he calls them, when brought from the 
Darkneſs of deep efron, into the bright 
Sun-ſhine of the Royal Favour, been a little daz- 
zled at the mighty Change; had they been guil- 
ty of any mean Compliance when warmly ca- 
reſſed and courted by their Prince; was it 
ſtrange? or a Crime never to be forgot? Had 
not many MITRED HEaps for ſeveral pre- 
ceeding Reigns been paying ſervile and unworthy 
Obeyſances around the Throne? Yea, were 
there not at this very Time ſeveral of theſe ve- 
nerable Fathers of the Church who carried their 
Compliances, (as a Brother (a) of their own confeſ- 
ſes) to a ſhameful Pitch ; offering up their Allegiance 
to the King without Limitation or Reſerve ? Did 
any of our Leaders fit and act in that tyranni- 
cal illegal Court, the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, 
form'd by the King, under Pretence of reform- 
ing, to humble and deſtroy the Church ? No. 
But THERE Proteſtant Biſhops fat and acted a- 
mongſt Popiſh Lords ; even Popiſh Lords exer- 
ciſing in Concert with Proteſtant Biſbops an ar- 
bitrary eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction over a trembling 
Church. The Biſhops of Durham, Lincoln, 
„ Cheſter, Litchfield and Coventry, St. Davids, 
* Rocheſter and Oxford, went all the Lengths of 
* the Court, and ſet forward Addreſſes of 
Thanks to his Majeſty in the moſt exalted 


(a) Burnet. 
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[42 ] 
Language. An 11 50 came from the 
6 Clergy of Cheſter, Juſtity ing the King's De- 
| & claration as iſſuing from his Prerogative.“ 
0 We are "wait to rake into theſe Frailties of 
our Predeceſſors; let the Faults of the former 
Age lie buried with its Perſons : N othing but 
Fuſtice to the aſpers d and inſulted Memory of 
our Fathers; ſhould force the unpleaſant Taſk 
ypon us—-But we now leave it to our worthy 
 Jupces, whether the Miniſters of the. Church 
of England are to be tranſmitted to Poſterity, 
with ſuch unlimited Applauſe, as the oxLy, 
Perſons who had Courage to obey Gop rather than 
Men, and to oppoſe — Popery ; but the 
Diffenters with the odious Brand o hung ra- 
ther to ENCOURAGE and SIDE WITH if ALL 
Qccafions ? Ny 

WriLsT we are conſidering theſe Sermons, 
Gentlemen, which the Editor has recommended 
to your particular Regard, we beg Leave to 
take Notice of 4 Dacirine delivered in them 
which is extremely dangerous and falſe: A Do- 
ctrine which, ſhould it generally be received and 

obeyed, (which Gop prevent) would imme- 
dately fill the World with Ruin and Confuſion ; ; 
— 5 drive all Honeſty and Virtue, Religion and 
Trath from it, as far as the eombin'd Power of 
Men and Devils could do it, and ſet up Error, 
and Tyranny, and Vice in their Stead. The Do- 
ctrine we mean is Sermon II. Page _ 49. 


0 Neal * * the Purit, Vol. IV. Page 588. 


where 


[ 4 ] 

Where tis affirm'd, That © the State u..y, bj 
*© proper Laws and Penalties, hinder the Gr 

ve and Progreſs of Herefies---And Hereſy may 
e be as lawfully animadverted on and puniſhed 
as Prophaneneſs and Vice; and ſomething 
« thay and oUGHT to be done by Way of Pu- 
te niſhment againſt Hereticks“. If the civil. 
Magiſtrate has, according to this Doctrine, Au- 
thority from Gop to pun1sH Hereſy ; he muſt 
have Authority to JUDGE of it, or to DE- 
TERMINE what it is. But if the Magiſtrate in 
England has this Authority from Gop to judge 
and determine what is Hereſy, the Magiſtrates of | 
Spain, Turkey, udæa, have the fame : What- . 
ever then theſe iſtrates judge to be Hereſy, 
they may, they our to, cruſh by proper Pe- 
nalties, i. e. by ſich Penalties as to them ſhall 
feem beſt ; for of the Propriety of Penalties them- 
felves only muſt be the Judges. Hence then it fol- 
lows; that when the Popiſb Queen Mary judg- 
ed her Proteflant Subjects guilty of Hereſy, and 
worthy of Death; when Nero judged the fame 
of the-Chriſftians at Rome; and Pontius Pilate, 
and the Jeuiſh Council judged the fame of Je- 
sus CHRIST, they had a Right, an Authority 
to inflict this Penalty upon them -l e have a 
Law, and by our Law he ought to die, (aid the top 
Priefts and Doctors, as well as Magiſtrates of 
that Church---So then, 755 fell not by wir ted, 
but by righttous and juff Hands; and the Blood 
of theſe Martyrs was innocentiy ſpilt--But an Hint 
is ſufficient to expoſe the horrid Abſurdity and 

| E 
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WI conchude, by taking Notice of a Charge 
advanced againſt us of a very extraordinary Na- 
ture, but which rather provokes our Mirth 
than our Pain. In this Matter of our Separa- 
tion, we act from Policy and wORLDLY IN- 
* TEREST,---and for our own FILTHY Lu- 
„ CRE's SAKE, lead Men into this dangerous and 
deftruttrve Schiſm (a). You ſmiled, Gentle- 
men, no Doubt, when you heard us thus ac- 
cuſed. This ſiniſbes our Character: We are, it 
ſeems, not Hypocrites only, but Ideots too, as 
devoid of Senje, as of Grace. The Children of 
this World uſe to be wiſer in their Generation 
than the Children of Light ; but behold ! here 
are Schiſmaticks and Sinners, fo left of Heaven 
and infatuated, as to ſeek worldly Wealth and 

Preferment in a Way of worldly Perſecution and 
Diſgrace. They ſell their Conſcience, and their 
Virtue, and have not one Benefice, not one Dig- 
nity, nothing but Contempt and hard Names to 
their Bargain: Whereas, there is ANOTHER 
MARKET to which they might go, and, at the 
ſame Time, purchaſe great Opulence, many Ho- 
nours, and ſtand a fair Chance for Lordſhips, 
and Mitres, and Coaches and fix.--- What ! was 
it the Love of filthy Lucre which made our Fa- 
thers quit their Livings and Dignities in the 
Church, to the 197 of near Two thou- 
ſand, * vo themſelves and their Families 
upon the wide World for Su 3 going out, 
like their Father Abraham, — 1 i. wh ther 
they went ? Was it in Purſuit of woRLDLY 


| (a) Serm. Pag. 17. 39. 
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INTEREST, that the brave Aſſertors of Cur 1- 
STIAN LIBERTY, who ſtood by and patro- 


niſed them, ſubjected themſelves to the Mercy 


of inſatiable Informers ; had their Houſes rifled; 
their Goods ſold ; were haled before inſulting 
Magiſtrates ; ſqueezed now in the ſpiritual, then 
in the civil Courts; and while their Bodies lay 
languiſhing in naſty Goals, their Families and 
Eftates bled under the Wounds of Fines, Pro- 
ſecutions, and extraordinary Expence ? Never, 
ſurely, were Men more infatuated, if the Ac- 
cuſation be true; but if it confutes itſelf, and 
carries Falſhood in its Face, never was an Ac- -/ 
cuſer more ungenerous, or more weak | 

THaRo' the Goodneſs of Gop, and our wiſe 
Rulers, the preſent Fellowers of this noble Army 
are not thus harraſſed. But are we not ſevere- 
ly cenſured and reviled, like the Chriſtians of 
old, a Sect every where ſpoke againſt ? Are not 
all Honours and Preferments, both in Church 
and in State, kept carefully from us? And if 
we will worſhip Gop according to what we 
think the. Scriptural Mode, 7s Fa mingling 
with it the Injunctions and Commanaments of 
Men, muſt it not be with additional Expence ? 
Are there any Bi/hopricks, or Dignities, or Si- 
necures amongſt us, whence hundreds, yea, 
thouſands p. An. flow comfortably in upon us; 
which might tempt a Man to warp a little, and 
ſtrain a Point of Conſcience, thro' a vitious In- 
dulgence of Eaſe and Sloth? The Number of 
Officers and Attendants belonging to Arch- 


F 2 = biſhops, 
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©* biſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, and Cathe- 
* ds in England, amount to more 
than Twenty thouſand Perſons, beſides preach- 
68 Miniſters; and theſe receive, for their 
0 Mein tenance, every Year from the N 
* nigh a Million of Money (a).” And if 
Revenue only of theſe Ofcers and Attendants 
be ſo plenteous, how almoſt immenſe is that of 
. the rchbiſhopricks, Biſhopricks, Deaneries, 
Archdeaconries, Sc. and parochial Livings, 
throughout the Realm? If the Diſſenters were 
Men ſo in Love with filthy Lucre, and ſo devot- 
ed to worldly Intereſt as the Sermons repreſent 
them, tis —__ they do not put in for a Share 
in this ! 3 their Country; 
and endeavour to 4 at en Eat upon the Sweat 
and Labour of induſtrious People, as well as 
_ Men. That learned and pious Foreign- 
er, (Monſieur Furteu) ſpoke not of the Dy — 
ers, when he faid, © The Reli 
« Church of England, is Religion 4 7 ae 
AnD now, GENTLEMEN, having 
Defence before you, and pleaded N. gad 
the high Crimes charged upon us; we a 
leave it to your Judgment, ae we had not. 
juſt Grounds of Complaint. The Diſſenters are 
not Perſons of ſo perverſe a Turn of Mind as 
our Accuſer repreſents : They are ambitious of 
your Favour, and defire to leave in Peace and 
- Amity with all Men. All they requeſt is, Li- 


(a), A brief View of llt piu addreſſed to Sir Nath, 


urzon, printed 174 * 


bey 
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berty to worſhip Gop in that Manner which 
they think moſt agreeable to bis Will; and to 
pay the Homage of their Conſczence to Ixsus 
its only Sovereign: Liberty to reject thoſe Things 
which were confeſſedly no Parts of Gon's Wor- 
ſhip in THAT CHURCH which Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles eſtabliſbed; and humbly to preſume, 
that no Powers now on Earth can effabliſbþ a 
CHURCH upon a better or more perfect Plan, 
nor warſhip in a more decent and orderly Manner, 
than Grif and his Apoſtles did: This is all the 
Liberty we aſk. As for our Brethren, who 
think the preſent humanly eftablifhed Forms bet- 
ter than the primitive, apoftalick and DIVINE. 
ones, we wiſh them ever the fulleſt Liberty ta 
uſe them, and great religious Improvement and 
Succeſs in their Uſe. | 

'Tw1LL be faid, perhaps,---You have then 
the Liberty you aſk : Nay, Gentlemen, but you 
will give us Leave to complain, and to inſiſt upon 
it before you, that we have it not. For we have 
Right, (an unalienable fundamental Right by the - 
Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church, as Bre- 
thren and Fellow-Chriſtians to all good Men in 
the Eſtabliſhment, to eat with them at the Ta- 
ble or Supper of our common LORD: "Tis a 
Communion, or Common-Table, which the 
great Steward or Lord in the Houſe or Church 
of Gop hath erected; and at this, ALL the 
Children of this ons Family, ALL the Servants 
of this one Maſter, are invited, and bid to eat, 
both to ſtrengthen and ſhew forth their Commu-- 

\ non 
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nion in one Body, and their Love to one another. 
Now this is our Complaint ; That ſeveral Mem- 
bers of this great Family have formed them- 
ſelves into a Party, and made a Law amongſt 
themſelves, that no Member ſhall eat with them, 
who, beſides the Terms and Qualifications made 
neceſſary by our common LokD, will not alſo 
ſabmit to certain Terms and Qualifications laid 
down by themſelves. This we take to be not 
only an Invaſion of the Rights of all the other 
Members of this great Houſhold, but directly 
tends to throw. it into Parties and Confuſion, 
and to deſtroy its Order and Peace, For by the 
ſame Authority by which me Members clan 
in one Part, and refuſe their Brethren 
to eat with them, except in this Poſture, or in 
that Dreſs ; other Members may do the ſame in 
another Part of this great Family, and inſiſt 
upon ſome other Terms from all who will eat 
with them. And thus the UNIT of the Houſe 
is broke: They eat not at the Lord's Table, i. e. 
at the comMon TABLE their Lok p hath erec- 
ted, but at a ſeparate Table of their own erec- 
ting: And it is not the ComMuN1on, 7. e. the 
common Supper of CaR1sT they eat, but a Sup- 
fer of their own. They have deſtroyed its 
Community ; forbid it to be common; and 
tho the Maſter hath left it open, for ALL his 
Servants to come and eat at ; they have incloſed 
and fenced it in by Terms of their own devi- 
ſing: So that it is not enough, that a Man be a 
true Servant of CyRIsT, to entitle him to this 
dein li þ eo; Bread 
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Bread of his Houſe ; he muſt be a Servant al- 
ſo, and pay Subjection to ſome Authority befades 
Chriſt's, to qualify him for this Supper.---Does 
not every one ſee that this is plainly sca1s- 
MATICAL ; that thus to come together is not to 
eat the LorD's Supper, but a Supper of their 
0wn ; and that thoſe who do thus, do hereby 
cut themſelves off from the Communion of Saints? 

We therefore beg Leave to add, that the 
Things in which we differ from our Brethren of 
the Eſtabliſhment, are thoſe, and only thoſe, in 
which they differ ( themſelves being Judges ) 
from Chri/t and the Apoſtles. If they will pleaſe 
to lay afide, or to leave indifferent, thoſe Rites in 
Gop's Worſhip which themſelves perfectly know 
neither Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles, nor the firſt 
Chriſtians ever uſed, and which they freely con- 
feſs to be but ComManDMENTS or MEN, the 
Diſſenters will be no more, the Difference be- 
twixt us will immediately ceaſe. f 

Bu r if we cannot be ſo happy as to eat 707th 
our Brethren, and be owned by them as fuch, 
according to our Lord's Appointment at his 
common Table on Earth, tis our Pleaſure to be 
aſſured we ſhall ſhortly meet them in Regions 
of greater Calmnefs and Light; and ſhall eat 
and drink, with them at his Table in his Kingdom, 
without ſuch unkind and unbrotherly Reſtraints. 
There, we are ſure, they will treat us with 
greater Candour ; applaud what now they cen- 
ſure; and receive us with ſo much the warmer 
Friendſhip and Eſteem, for the Shyneſs and 
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e which they have caſt 1 us opt. Till 
pe mes of refreſhing ſhall tome from Chriſt's 
Preſerice, 'we will, by his Grace, patiently 
unrighteous Cenfures of raſh Men; rat ten- 
i Ruling for Railing, but contrari 
2 that thereunto we are called; be- 
ing the Followers of an inſulted Ins us, WhO 
alſo, when upon Earth, was, by Bigotry and 
tind Zeal, ed a SAMARITAN and 2 SN. 
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